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SPIRIT 
ONE CHURCH – MANY DIMENSIONS 

by Annette Kakimoto – Assistant Pastor 

In spite of  a power outage, we kicked off  our year-long 100th Anniversary Celebration, as 
one church with our English and Nichigo congregations together, topped off with a 
wonderful lunch. Our scripture theme of Psalm 100:5 declares, “For the LORD is good 
and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all generations.” We are 
indeed one church with many dimensions of generations, lifestages, ethnicities, spiritual 
histories, socio-economic and educational backgrounds, personalities, etc. 

In my doctoral program, I have been learning about different aspects of  the one Church.
1  

Three dynamic, interacting examples are: 

• The missional church – engaging in God’s mission to, in and for the world  

• The attractional church – inviting people to church 

• The equipping church – training and deploying people into mission and ministry 

Over the 100 years of  GVBC, we have sought to be missional in participating with God in 
His work. We have also grown in attracting people to GVBC. Where we have a shortfall is 
in the “equipping/preparing God’s people for works of service, so that the body of  Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of  the Son of  God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:12-13). For example, how able are you to study God’s Word for yourself , to grow in 
God’s transforming grace of Christlike character, to point people to Christ for salvation 
and life, etc.? 

In Discipleship Ministries, we have a passion to see each one of  us become mature and 
attain to the whole measure of Christlikeness so we can glorify God, testify to His 
greatness, and encourage others to love God and become His disciples. The new “Life 
Foundations” Ministry will provide core, essential courses to equip you in biblical 
fundamentals, lifechanging spiritual formation, practical discipleship, and a heart for 
outreach. What’s different is our intentional, practical learning experiences so you will 
learn f irsthand how to live out your faith AND share it with others. Gone are teachers with 
only curriculum content. Each of  our teaching faculty are now equippers of God’s people. 

.    Three initial courses are: 

• Inductive Bible study on the Book of Philippians (Ron Matsuda - start time 

pending) 

• Freed Up Financial Course (Hermann & Juliet Schurr - $12 for workbook) 

• Cultivating Spiritual Practices for Your Everyday Life (Annette Kakimoto -   

$6 for study guide) 

Please join us for 7 Wednesdays, October 2 to November 13, f rom 6:30 – 8:00 PM. The 
earlier start time and f ree childcare are provided to accommodate families and encourage 
parents to grow as disciples of Christ, too. May God’s grace mature us into the fullness of 
being one church with many dimensions! 

_________________________________________________________ 
1For further reading, please enjoy Roxburgh & Boren’s Introducing the Missional Church; Van 
Gelder & Zscheile’s The Missional Church in Perspective;  McNeal’s Missional Renaissance 
andThe Present Future Church; Carlson & Lueken’s Renovation of the Church; Willard’s The 
Divine Conspiracy; Bergquist & Karr’s Church Turned Inside Out; and Mallory’s The Equipping 
Church and The Equipping Guidebook. 
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Our church finances 

July revenue came in at $92,258, quite a bit lower than the previous months. As 
I discussed in the August Board Report, attendance was also down in July. Due 
to tightening school schedules, we surmise there is a smaller window in which 
families can take vacations. We believe many families are taking their vacations 
in July, leading to lower attendance and, hence, fewer tithes and offerings being 
received for the month. While attendance in July was down, Pastor Steve noted 
the attendance went up in August. 

Preliminary f igures for August were a little more encouraging, with about $95,248 being received. 

No new member applicants for now 

There were no new applications for membership to be reviewed by the Board this month. There were 
two terminations of  membership, one of which was due to the death of one of our members. 

Advent Conspiracy Project 

The Advent Conspiracy Project is coming up again for 2013. This is an opportunity for members of  our 
congregation to spend less on Christmas gifts so they can donate more money for worthwhile activities 
which would bless others. This year your Board of  Deacons approved funding two projects: 

1. Oasis Chapel Rifu Christian Church, which would involve sending a small team in 2014 to assist the 
church in Japan. It would also bring over individuals f rom the church to GVBC so they can take a 
break f rom the difficult work they are doing and to receive some training f rom us. 

2. Clean water systems in Thailand through a GVBC team which would be supervised to construct a 
water system for a local community. 

Approval of ordinations 

Your Board also discussed a number of important items. One is the proposed ordination of  two of our 
members who are involved in chaplaincy work. The plan is for the candidates to go for local ordination 
by our church, as opposed to denominational ordination. As part of  this process, the candidates will 
have both theological and practical questions posed to them so the congregation can assess their 
suitability for ordination by our church. 

American Baptist Churches annual meeting in October 

Your Board also discussed the upcoming American Baptist Churches annual meeting to take place in 
October. An important discussion will take place to decide whether to merge with churches f rom another 
region to create a new organization of  member churches. We approved the sending of  delegates f rom 
the Board, pastoral staff, and interested members of our congregation to attend this gathering. 

Proposed amendment to church constitution 

Your Board also considered whether to propose an amendment to the church’s constitution to allow a 
person to have dual membership at both GVBC and another church. This question arose due to some 
college students f inding themselves in a situation in which they wanted to serve at another church while 
away at college, but had to become a member at the other church to do so. After some discussion, 
because the situation came up so inf requently, we decided not to propose a change at this time. 

Approval for re-fi loan arrangements 

We gave the go-ahead for our Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer to proceed with the bank loan 
ref inancing arrangement which was discussed at a church business meeting a few months ago. 

Until next month . . . 

SEPTEMBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 
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GVBC is offering leather goods made in Japan by 
women in a tsunami-devastated town to benef it their 
community. 

The church we're partnering with, Oasis Chapel in Rifu, 
started a non-prof it relief organization called OasisLife 
CARE, which started this leather-working effort. As part 
of  our 100th Anniversary Celebration, each piece will 
have a special tag with our GVBC 100th logo imprinted 
on it. There are bracelets, key chains and neck straps in 
beautiful colors [pictured]. 

You will be able to pre-order these beautiful leather 
pieces made by women f rom Shizugawa, a tsunami-
devastated town in northeast Japan. As part of  
OasisLife CARE, Shizugawa leather goods are sold to 
benef it this community. 

Please stop by our table af ter each service on Sunday. 

HELP GVBC SUPPORT 

THE TSUNAMI VICTIMS OF JAPAN 

BY NANCY TERESAKI 

Keychain - $10 

Neck strap - $20 

Round bracelet - $10 
sizes S or M 

Flat bracelet - $10 
sizes S or M 

Double f lat bracelet - $10 
one size  

*All items with a special GVBC logo charm 

 
All available in BLUE, YELLOW, RED, CAMEL,  

DARK BROWN, and PALE PINK 
(ask about custom sizes for bracelets) 

 

Order by October 31, 2013 
Delivered in Spring 2014  

 
Contact Nancy Terasaki 

Visit table after Sunday services 
Email – nancy.terasaki@gmail.com 
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MISSION FIELD 

Fred & Jane Tanaka, Child Evangelism (CEF) Fellowship of Japan 

The Tanakas are praising God for the large turnout for the 
Good News Day Camp on July 30. There were 36 children 
and 34 adults (including staff ) in attendance. Some children 
received the Lord, some received assurance of  their 
salvation while many dedicated their lives to the Lord. 

CEF of Japan currently doesn’t have enough funds to pay for 
a fellow worker, Michio’s salary. In helping out with this need, 

Fred and Jane have been transferring whatever they have available f rom their 
account to the CEF of  Japan Account. They request prayer that Michio’s f inancial 
needs be met. 

Speaking of  f inances, the Tanakas write, “In spite of GVBC’s debts, you have 
continued to support us!  How thankful we are and how we pray the Lord would 
meet your f inancial needs as well.” 

Recently, the Tanakas received our Spirit newsletter online. It was especially 
joyful for them to read the report on Vacation Bible School. 

 

 

Ken & Diane Kudo, Overseas Crusade, SEPAL, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

"It was the very best PEP ever!" says Diane. PEP refers 
to "Personal Enrichment Program" which is Overseas 
Crusades' (OC) annual renewal week in Colorado. 

During the week of  PEP, the OC missionaries get 
together, interfacing and fellowshipping with one another. 
Ken and Diane were able to attend the meetings and 
converse with missionaries who had spent the same 

number of  years on the mission field as they did — over three decades! 

The Kudos were also able to share with younger missionaries who were 
encouraged to move forward in their missionary service. The highlight for Ken 
and Diane was being part of  a small group. It was made of  up of missionaries 
f rom different f ields. Everyone shared their personal experiences in the f ield 
which led to prayers for one another. 

At the closing ceremony, the Kudos asked one of  our other missionary couples, 
Jim and Leta Van Meter, to pray for them. There were tears of joy and 
thankfulness after their prayer. 

"We all lef t PEP with a sense of  renewal to keep following Jesus Christ as Lord 
and making disciples among the unreached peoples. Thank you for your prayers 
and your standing with us for all these decades," writes Ken. 

 

Thank you all for keeping all our missionaries and their ministries in your prayers. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 

� Chiyo Ogata and family in the passing of her husband, Stanley, who passed away 

on Wednesday, August 28 at 91 years old. Funeral services are private. 

New baby announcement 

� Congratulations to Miho & Frank Kawakami on the birth of  their third child, Ellie 
Natsumi, on Monday, September 9 at 7:52 a.m. Ellie weighed 6 lbs. 13 oz. and 
she was 20 1/2 inches long. Older siblings, Sophie and Noah welcomed their new 
baby sister home. 

Letters from our church family 

� Thank you, GVBC, for the prayers, caring, and thoughtfulness you bestowed upon 

our family as we mourned Aki’s [Aki Ishibashi’s private service was held on 
Saturday, September 7, Pastor Steve Langley off iciated] passing. It has been a 
true blessing to be a part of this church family. The orchid arrangement was just 
beautiful — my dad’s favorite f lower!  Dr. Ken, & Debra Kawahara & Michelle 

� Dear GVBC Family, Words cannot adequately express our appreciation for all the 

love and support that we received f rom the GVBC church family. Thank you so 
much for all the messages (in all forms), the dinners — all conveying love and 
support. Thank you, also, for the beautiful spray of f lowers for my mother [Edna’s 
mother, Shizuko Kurashima, service was Saturday, August 24]. I know a lot of  
prayers were being lifted up throughout her decline for her and our family. I know 
they signif icantly helped me through that time. We are so very grateful to you all. 
By His Grace, Edna & David Uratsu and family 

� Dear GVBC Family, There are simply no words to express our heartfelt thanks for 

your prayers and expressions of  love, support, and sympathy during this time of 
loss. They are truly appreciated and have helped to ease our sorrow. We thank 
our Lord for Mary [Mary Mari Kato, Violet Dresser’s mother who passed away on 
August 9] and will miss her deeply; and we thank our Lord for you. Thank you so 
much for the beautiful standing f loral arrangement for our mother’s memorial 
service. Thank you to Pastor Steve Langley and Pastor Annette Kakimoto for 
off iciating at the memorial and graveside services. Words cannot describe our 
appreciation for the very tangible expressions of love and support that have 
sustained us over the past couple of weeks. If  we didn’t already believe, you are 
incredible ambassadors who have made the face, arms and voice of Christ very 
real to us at this time. With love and gratitude, The Kato and Dresser Families 

A 100th Anniversary Kickoff 

Thank You 
A BIG thank you to all who helped make 
our 100th Anniversary Kickoff Luncheon 
[held after the worship services on 
Sunday, September 15] a big success. 

It was bigger than we had originally 
planned, but with your help we were able pull it off. 

Hope you had fun and were able to eat something 
yourself. 

Thanks so much, 

Shig Kawashiri  
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Class Offered at GVBC 

� Basic Christianity: Sundays through November 3, 
8:45 a.m., room 113. 

� Following Christ Today: starts Sunday, Nov. 10, at 
10:45 a.m. in Room 218. This 31-week class will be 
the former Basic Christianity class revised with a 
renewed focus on learning to follow Jesus today as 
His disciples in this fallen world. Whether you are a 
brand-new Christian or have been a believer for 
many years, you will gain valuable, life-changing 
insights f rom this class. 
Both classes taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda. 
Registration f liers will be available in the narthex 
beginning Sunday, October 6 or contact the off ice. 

� Perspectives on the World Christian Movement 
Mondays through January 13, 2014, 6:30 — 
9:30p.m., Rooms 218 & 220. This is a dynamic 
course where you can discover what God is doing 
around the world and consider your part in His 
purposes. This class will help you understand how 
you can use your skills and passions to glorify God 
in all the earth. For info and to register visit 
www.perspectives.org (search for “class in 
Gardena, CA.”). Flyers available in the Narthex. For 
info contact Tommy Park, email at: 
thomas.y.park@gmail.com. 

� High School Glow in the Dark in the Park 
Friday, Sept. 27, 6:30 p.m.. The High School event 
will be at Guenser Park for “Glow in the Dark in the 
Park. ” Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext.681, 
daniel@gvbc.net. 

� Baptism Sunday September 29 
� Storytelling Workshop 

Sunday, September 29, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m., room 
113. Come and learn how to craft and tell your faith 
stories to help family and f riends discover and get to 
know Jesus. Sign up and get more information at 
the Guest Center in the Courtyard. 

� Fall Quarter Community Groups Start 
Sunday, Sept. 22 and end on Sunday, Nov. 10. 

 

OCTOBER 
� Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month 
� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

♦ October 5, Saturday one-day trip to Tijuana. 
Cost $40 

♦ Friday, December 20 to Sunday, December 22, 
San Telmo. Cost $140 

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8. Is God calling you to go?  Step out in faith 
with the Lord to serve the poor and bring the Gospel 
to Mexico. 

Ministry areas include men, women, children, food, 
medical, worship, clothes. 
We are also still collecting soap and shampoo 
samples all year long for the Mexico Missions' trips. 
Please bring them to the church off ice labeled 
“Teresa” Matsushima.”  Place it behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk on the table in the off ice (by the 
windows). 
[NOTE: a valid U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. 
To sign up contact Teresa Matsushima or email her 
at: sawtree@sbcglobal.net. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Services 
Saturday, October 12, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every 
second Saturday of  the month. Refreshments served 
in Room 201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. 
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

� GVBC Annual Men’s Retreat 
Saturday, October 12 to Sunday, October 13, Victory 
Ranch. For all men and their guests — college age 
and up, please join us for our Annual Men’s Retreat 
at Victory Ranch. Pastor Fred Tanizaki of  
Wintersburg will be speaking. Sign up in the 
Courtyard af ter the worship services. Questions: 
contact Daniel Ueda at dudeitsdanny@gmail.com or 
Kent Komae at kkomae@aol.com. 

� Harvest Festival Thursday, October 31, 5:30 — 
7:30p.m. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

� NO Friday Night Youth on November 1 as it is the 
weekend of  the Youth Leaders’ Retreat. 

� Daylight Savings Ends Sunday, November 3. Fall 

BACK one hour! 
� High School Epicenter Nov. 8, Community Hall. 
� KidZone Friday, November 8 will be in rooms 250 & 

251 due to the Sr. High Epicenter. 
� Annual Business Meeting Sunday, November 10, 

12:30 p.m., Community Hall — Bento lunch 
� Classes offered at GVBC 

Sunday, November 17, 101, 301 - Part 1, and 401 
Sunday, November 24, 301 - Part 2 

� Thanksgiving Sunday Services November 24 
� Office Closed Thanksgiving Thursday & Friday, 

November 28 & 29. 
� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday, 

November 30. Volunteers needed. 
� First Sunday of Advent December 1 
� All-church Christmas Potluck Sunday, Dec. 1 
� Christmas Sunday December 22 
� Christmas Eve Services Tuesday, December 24 
� Office Closed Christmas December 25 & 26 
� Baptism Sunday December 29 
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S
p
iri
t Issue 19 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, October 2. Hard copies will 

then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All articles should be 
submitted by Sunday, September 29. 

The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, 
(310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-
5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a 
month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

Online Giving Services Available 
Online services are available through our 
website at www.gvbc.net, “Give.” 

World Mission Offering 
During the month of  October, we will be 
collecting our annual World Mission Offering. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance-AV Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

First day of Autumn 

Sunday, September 22 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, September 22 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness Series Starts 

 
Sunday, September 29/Baptisms 

Both services in the Sanctuary 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness Series 

 
Sunday, October 6/Communion 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness Series 
 

Sunday, October 13 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness Series 

 
Sunday, October 20 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Real Forgiveness Series 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 


